An audit was carried out to clarify the dispute surrounding the vision screening test at 3-5 years. The uptake was 53-5%, sensitivity 77%, specificity 96%, and positive predictive value 50%. In particular the uptake was poor and the test needed a clear policy for the future. (Arch Dis Child 1992;67:1292-3) The vision screening test at 3 5 years of age aims to find ' 
Subjects and methods
The target population was 1365 primary schoolchildren in Lancaster born between 1981 and 1983. A random sample of 599 school health records provided the data. Special schools were not included.
The test of visual acuity in school entrants was used as the reference test and was recorded in 531 children, which formed the eligible population for this study. A positive case was defined as a visual acuity of 6/12 or worse in either eye acuity in either eye was 6/12 or worse in 4-5% (24/531) and 6/18 or worse in 2-1% (11/531). Table 1 shows the uptake of the screening test. In the 63-3% (336/531) who attended, 84-5% (284/336) cooperated. The largest single group (17-5%) with no test at 3-5 years had no evident recording in the notes and 49% in this group were children who had transferred into Lancaster. 
